ONLINE Try it Out instructions.   Following the child’s leads.

There are a few ways that you can do this try it out online.

You can use the word document (follow your child’s lead and enable the parents to share the screen so that they can move the shapes, or the toys around on the piece of paper.

To begin this, your coleader would be the parent, and one of the parents from the group will be the child.  Show the (child) how to move the toys shapes around on the piece of paper, and given a chance to practice, then ask them to imagine they were about five and play with them on the pages if they were playing with pictures on the floor.  As the parent you will be taking over the play asking lots of questions and imposing your ideas on the child.
This need only last one in two minutes.

Follow this with asking the parents’ feedback.  Did the parent follow the child’s lead?  If not what did she do?  Ask the child what it felt like them and asked the group how they thought impacted on the play between parent and child.  

Next ask them what they would do differently to follow the child’s lead?  

Write up the ideas that the parents have on a new sheet of paper that you have prepared headed Ideas for following child’s lead. OR put ideas up on the chat function.

This time ask one of the parents to take over the role of parent using the ideas from the sheet/chat and this time follow the child’s lead rather than taking over and asking questions.
Remind parents that this will just take a couple of minutes go over the ideas that are on the sheet, make sure that it is visible for the parent to use for support or ideas.

Once completed ask the group what the parent did well.  Ask the child how it felt this time and ask the group what they notice about the play between the parent and child.

Restate all of the good ideas that the parent has used,
Praise parent modelling so well
praise parent in role as child support in the group helping them to see the impact children.

Round of applause from everybody, air give sticker on screen clap hands on screen.

You can also do this exercise by having a few toys yourself on the table you’re working from, direct your camera to them and use them to play with. You will need to have asked the parents in advance to have a few toys they could play with (crayons and paper, building blocks, animals cars etc) and they can then direct their camera to their toys so that everybody can see what they’re doing with them.
